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Live Like You Mean It


Week 10

Free to Love
Outline of the Passage

· Historical Background of the Corinthian Church

· Paul’s Responses to the Corinthians

· Sexual Purity -- Do you not know?

Outline of the Passage

I. Historical Background of the Corinthian Church:  Who were the Corinthians and what was Paul’s relationship to them?

A. Author’s Timeframe:  Paul writes this second letter during his 3rd Missionary Journey in 52 A.D from Ephesus.

B. Audience:  Corinth was a wealthy city, with people willing to experiment religiously and sexually.

C. Theological Situation:  The Corinthians abused the message that Christians are no longer under the Old Covenant Law by living sexually loose lives.

II. Paul’s Responses to the Corinthians:  What is the relationship between freedom and obedience?

A. The Law of Love:  Ask “Am I being loving” not “Is it allowed?”

B. The Law of Freedom:  Ask “Is it controlling me?” not “Is it allowed?”

C. The Resurrection Body:  What you do to your body lasts for eternity.

III. Sexual Purity -- Do you not know?:  What are the main reasons for sexual purity?

A. Purity of the Church: That your bodies are members of Christ.

B. Spiritual Connection:  That the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her.

C. Pure in Heart:  That your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

The Body Is the Lord's

   12All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. 

   13Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body. 

   14Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power. 

   15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 

   16Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, "THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." 

   17But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 

   18Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 

   19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 

   20For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 

A. Historical Background of the Corinthian Church:  Who were the Corinthians and what was Paul’s relationship to them?

A. Author’s Timeframe:  Paul writes this second letter during his 3rd Missionary Journey in 52 A.D from Ephesus.

Freedom is not just something we experience while going to College.  It’s the essence of a Christian living in God’s grace.

For the Corinthians, they experienced a taste of freedom when Paul first preached the gospel to them during his 2nd Missionary Journey in 49 A.D.  He was in Corinth for a year and half sharing about God’s grace and forgiveness.  In time, he planted a Church with the help of Aquila and Priscilla, a Jewish couple he met in Corinth.  He then left for Syria and back home to Antioch.  Eventually, Apollos came along and began teaching in Corinth in Paul’s place, reinforcing Paul’s teachings.

Acts 18

    1After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. 4Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.

Paul, like any good missionary doesn’t stay put at home and eventually sets out on his 3rd Missionary Journey in 52 A.D.  While he spends the next 2 years ministering in Ephesus, he writes a series of letters to the Corinthian and Roman Churches to remind them of what they’ve been taught.  There are 3 letters that are recorded in the Bible at this time:  1, 2 Corinthians and Romans, but he probably wrote more.

It’s been two and a half years, and like a good parent, Paul is checking up on the Corinthians and seeing how they’re doing in the time he’s been away, and he corresponds specifically, with the Corinthian church leaders.  And like our parents who sometimes call us while we’re away in college, he gives advice and wants to know every detail of what’s going on.

Acts 19

    8Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 
1 Corinthians is actually the second letter to the Corinthians.  There is a first letter which I will call 0 Corinthians for convenience.  Throughout the letter, Paul is responding to some of the issues and comments that the Corinthian Church wrote to him about.  But, those, in turn were derived from certain teachings and comments that Paul originally made either in person or in his first letter.

So 1st Corinthians is essentially, a reply to a reply.  It’s “RE: RE: Subject Title”  I wrote this, you replied, you didn’t really get what I was saying, did you?   And throughout the letter, Paul is correcting some of what the Corinthians wrote, and he gives his response to it.  Just like we would keep a portion of a friend’s e-mail in our reply, Paul does the same thing to the Corinthian’s comments to put context to his responses.

But what was Corinth like, and how did that influence some of the issues Paul was addressing?

1 Corinthians 5:9-11

    9I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.

B. Audience:  Corinth was a wealthy city, with people willing to experiment religiously and sexually

When Paul first visited Corinth in 49 A.D., it was less than 100 years old.  Yet it was the third most important city in the known world, due to the amount of wealth and commerce that it attracted.  It was the 1st Century version of the Internet boom.  Foreigners flocked to this region for their very own “start-up companies.”  It was strategically located at the 'Ishmus' - a narrow strip of land, with the Acropolis (Fortress) which gave it economic and military importance.

Living in Corinth is a little like going away to college in Los Angeles.  It was wealthy, diverse, and secure.  As a result, people in Corinth were very arrogant, individualistic and materialistic.  It was a place of immense physical hedonism:  Party hard.  Buy what you want.  Eat what you want.  Have sex with whoever you want.  Then you be satisfied.  And so they were very experimental religiously and sexually.  They were looking for an experience, something that would make them high on life.  And they believed lust and sex can fulfill them, in the same way, our college culture may believe that today.

Since, it was Greece, the Greek Goddess of Aphrodite (Goddess of Love) was very prominent, and in her temple, there were thousands of temple prostitutes.  As a result, there was widespread sexual disease, as sex was tied very much into their culture and religion.  Pedophilia, child prostitution, and homosexuality were commonly accepted in Corinth.  And these were the people that may have repented and turned to Christ!

1 Corinthians 5:1-2

    1It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife. 2And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?

Paul not only saw Aphrodite as false theology, but also false ideology.  For the Corinthians, lust had replaced love.  Aphrodite was literally the goddess of false love, an ideology that tries to make us believe that if we satiate our lusts, we will be satisfied – if we fulfill ourselves in sex, we’ll feel loved.  It is in this climate, that Paul talks about true love – agape, not the cheap imitation.

Does our culture buy into “false love” as well – the idolatry of lust?  Do we struggle with the belief that fulfilling our lusts will satisfy us?  Are we worshipping Aphrodite indirectly by our actions?

C. Theological Situation:  The Corinthians abused the message that Christians are no longer under the Old Covenant Law by living sexually loose lives.

Christians are no longer under the Old Testament Law.  That means three things:

1. Freedom from the Penalty of the Law:  We do not suffer the penalties of breaking the Old Testament Law

2. Freedom from the Requirements of the Law:  We do not need to follow the requirements of the Old Testament Law

3. Justification Apart from the Law:  We don’t need to do anything in the Old Testament Law in order to be “justified” before God.

When Paul brought a distinctly Jewish religion to a culture that was very diverse, an important question would come up when the Gentiles wanted to follow Paul’s religion:  Do I have to be circumcised and follow the requirements of the Jewish Law?

The Law referred to the commandments and requirements in the Old Testament.  Remember, they didn’t have a New Testament at the time.  They had only what we see now as “The Old Testament” and it was filled with requirements, commandments, and penalties that Moses gave to the nation of Israel at Mount Sinai.  They needed to do these things in order to be God’s people.  Thus, if the Corinthians wanted to follow this Jewish religion, they wondered if they needed to follow these requirements as well and be “Jewish.”  One of big questions at the time that people had then is the same we have today is:  “What must I do to be saved?  Do I have to believe in Christ and obey the Jewish Law?”

Romans 10:4

4Christ is the end of the Law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.

If you are a Christian, I hope the answer is very clear.  The Law is not required.  Christians are not justified by doing anything in the Law.  We are justified by faith alone.  That means nothing we do adds or subtracts to our salvation.  When Christ came, he fulfilled and ended the Law, by declaring telestai “It is finished” on the cross.  Christ is the end and goal, the telos, of the Law.

Hence, nothing in that Old Testament is binding to Christians today.  It’s surprising that many Christians can’t respond to the question:  “What about cutting your beard like it says in the Old Testament?”  If it’s only in the Old Testament, you are not required to follow it.  Because of God’s grace, Christ came to bring an end to the Law so that we no longer have to follow its heavy requirements, its rituals, and inevitably suffer its penalties.

Ephesians 2:14-15

    14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in his flesh the Law with its commandments and regulations

The New Covenant Community is different from the Old Covenant Community.  The Old Covenant Community was under the Law.  The New Covenant Community is not.  The Old Covenant Community is like us in high school.  We had our parents watching over us, telling us what to do, imposing curfews and restrictions.  There were certain requirements and obligations that we had to fulfill while we were at home.  In Galatians, it literally means, the Law was “babysitting us.”

But, now the people of God have grown up.  We’ve graduated and gone to the College of “the New Covenant.”  We are now free from the Law, free to do whatever we want!  There is no Law watching over us.  No parents!

Galatians 3:23-25

    23Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the Law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24So the Law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the Law.

How do you think the people of Corinth responded to this message of freedom?  How do Christians respond to that message today?

B. Paul’s Responses to the Corinthians:  What is the relationship between freedom and obedience?

A. The Law of Love:  Ask “Am I being loving” not “Is it allowed?”

The Corinthians took this message of freedom from the Law to heart.  Like a bunch of crazy college students leaving home for the first-time, they celebrated their freedom by doing, literally, anything they wanted.  The phrase “All things are lawful for me” is not a Pauline saying, but Paul repeating a common Corinthian slogan they had in response to Paul’s teachings.

1 Corinthians 6

12All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable.

In this specific context, the Corinthians excused their lust and sexual immorality by appealing to their Christian freedom.  If the Law no longer watches over me -- if there are no rules and regulations to follow – if God will forgive all my sins and my salvation isn’t dependent on my own ability to keep his Law – then why obey at all, why worry about our sin?

1 Peter 2:16

15For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
While Christians are no longer under the Law of Moses, they are under the Law of Christ.  In practice, while everything in the Old Testament is not binding to Christians, everything in the New Testament is.  But this distinction is not just about which parts of the Bible to follow.  It’s not just another set of rules and regulations, which is how we commonly approach Christianity.

Whereas the Law of Moses could only command us to obey, the Law of Christ empowers us to obey.  The Law works from the outside telling us what to do.  Christ works from the inside, changing our very attitudes and desires.  We are truly free from external rules and requirements, but we are moved by the One who lives inside us.

1 Corinthians 9:20-21

20To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the Law I became like one under the Law (though I myself am not under the Law), so as to win those under the Law. 21To those not having the Law I became like one not having the Law (though I am not free from God's Law but am under Christ's Law), so as to win those not having the Law.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ came to free us from rules and regulations so that we can truly live and know the meaning of love.  He wants us to no longer ask:  “Is it allowed?” but rather “Am I being loving?”  “Love God” and “Love your neighbor” summarize the Law of Christ.  It’s not about mindlessly following rules and regulations.  It’s not about asking how much sin you can get away with.  It’s being motivated by the heart and attitude of love in all things that you do.

When we’re younger, our parents tell us when to eat, when to sleep, not to talk to girls, and other rules to protect us.  But, as we get older and go off to college, our parents let go and give us more freedom to make choices.  You’re old enough.  You know what to do.  In the same way, the New Covenant is the grown-up version of the Old Covenant.  Our faith no longer requires the Law, but instead guided in Christ by the principles of love.  You no longer need rules and regulations, since you live by the Spirit of love.

Paul does not argue against the Corinthian’s notion of freedom.  Nor does he tack on an extra list of boundaries or things they need to follow, which is how Christians often tackle sin.  Instead he appeals to the wisdom of the action.  Is it profitable?  Is it good for you?  Does it help anybody?  Ultimately, does it love God and love others?

Galations 5:13-14

    13You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge [the flesh]; rather, serve one another in love. 14The entire Law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

The contrast between love based in Christ and lust based in Aphrodite is not just a 1st Century religious struggle, but a battle we struggle with everyday.  You know pornography, masturbation, and prostitution has absolutely no value to it!  And if it doesn’t benefit anyone, then why do it?  It’s a waste of time.  In the same way, fooling around, heavy petting, and compromising your girlfriend or boyfriend’s purity is a waste of time.  If you’re in a relationship, the best way to love that person is to value and cherish the purity that they have.  Don’t settle for a cheap imitation of love – lust.  Go for the real deal.

In tackling sin, especially sexual sin, do you try to impose rules and boundaries on yourself, or do you ask yourself:  “Am I being loving to God, myself and others?”  Specifically, why do you think the Law is futile in restraining sexual sin?

B. The Law of Freedom:  Ask “Is it controlling me?” not “Is it allowed?”

In College, people would play computer games for hours and days, and there would be no one telling them not to.  And while playing computer games, spending an excessive amount of time with your significant other is not “against the rules,” Christianity, once again is not about rules and regulations.

1 Corinthians 6

12bAll things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything. 
Paul wants us to ask not “Is it allowed,” but “Is it controlling me?”  Most things are probably allowed.  Is what you’re doing controlling you?  Is it consuming your life?  Is it forming your very identity?  It might not be condemned in the New Testament, but if it’s controlling your life, it does not love to God and it does not love you.  This could be as innocuous and as playing a computer game excessively, or as dangerous as dependency on another person in a relationship.  Emotional dependency is a door to physical compromises.

Genesis 4:7

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."

There is irony to the Corinthian notion of freedom.  They were celebrating their freedom while losing it to sexual sin.  You’re not really free if something is controlling you.  You’re not really free if you have an addiction to something or someone.  And if you think something like addiction to computer games or television can’t affect how you love God or love others, try talking to someone when they’re really into a game or TV show.

The Corinthians didn’t have computers or television, but they did have temple prostitutes.  And the temptation was to repeatedly entertain themselves with these prostitutes.  It was blatant sin, but Paul tries not to argue from that angle of rules.  Instead, he appeals to their notion of freedom.  If you really want to be free, then don’t let anything control you.

Lust is especially addictive and controlling.  It has taken out great spiritual leaders in the Bible, and it seeks to take us out.  We must value our own purity as well as the purity of our brothers and sisters.  If you want to be free to love, then you must not be a slave to lust. 

2 Peter 2:18

18For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of [the flesh], they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 19They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity—for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him.

What is controlling you?  Is it a person, an action, a hobby?  Does it lead to sin?  How are you more loving when you are not a slave to those things?

C. The Resurrection Body:  What you do to your body lasts for eternity

The Corinthians attempted to justify their sexual sin with the belief that their bodies are only temporary, which is still a common Christian misconception today.  If you just die and your spirit goes to heaven, who cares what you do with your body?  Eat, drink, have sex, indulge as much as you want.  Worship God spiritually, but not physically.

1 Corinthians 6:13-14

   13Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.

   14Now God has not only raised the Lord, but will also raise us up through His power

The Corinthians used a Greek logical construct: If “food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food” then “sex is for the body, and the body is for sex.”  But while Paul says God will “do away” with notions of food and eating in the Age to Come, the body, itself is eternal.  It is not destined for destruction like food, but destined for resurrection.  In the same way, Jesus rose from the dead, in the Second Coming, our very bodies will also rise from the dead in a glorified form.

So Paul counters with his own Greek construct:  “If the Lord is for the body, then the body is for the Lord.”  If God values the body so much that he would raise it, then we value the body for God in what we do with it.  Specifically, the very body we have right now will be sown to the ground, and one day be raised in a glorified form.

Hence, what you do to your body lasts for eternity.  How does the resurrection motivate you to worship both in body and in spirit?  How are you more careful with the things that you expose your body to?

1 Corinthians 15

    42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.

C. Do you not know?:  What are the main reasons for sexual purity?

A. Purity of the Church: That your body are members of Chris

A poll at UCLA estimates that 60% of undergraduates are not virgins.  Assuming that percentage is slightly lower among college Christians, it is still a remarkable commentary that college Christians probably mess around more than we’d like to admit and discuss at Church.  And if not with real people, there are certainly real issues with masturbation, pornography, and romantic fantasizing – all manifestations of lust and the environment of college freedom.

Paul outlines three main theological reasons why you should remain pure even with so much freedom.  And he starts each phrase with:  “Do you not know?”  He does this in response to the Corinthians’ theological misconceptions.

Do you not know…

1. …that your bodies are members of Christ. (v. 15)

2. …that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her.  (v. 16)

3. …that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  (v. 19)

First, the misconception was that the Church and what we do with our own freedom are not connected together.

Sexual immorality is less common when there is the awareness of God and other Christians in our presence.  So the justification is that: I do one thing at Church, and on my own time, I do whatever I want, and it has no effect on my brothers and sisters in Christ.  Why would my own sexual immorality affect others at Church?  When no one is looking, when there are no other Christians around me, then I can go visit the temple prostitutes, or at least in our cases, our proverbial ones.  

Like us, the Corinthians may still value the purity and holiness of the Body of Christ.  And while we may not value that concept as much in a large congregation, we appreciate that in our Small Groups and certainly our families – the purity and holiness among the people we care about.

Ephesians 5:25b-27

…just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
In the historical context, some of the Corinthian Christians had been going to prostitutes as a part of their partaking in the pagan feasts that abounded there. Their pagan neighbors would hold feasts in honor of their gods that included lying with prostitutes. The Corinthians believed that since they weren’t congregating with their Church while they were engaged in this behavior, that their actions would have no effect on the purity of the Body of Christ and their Small Group.  They argue, we are keeping Church holy.  I’m just doing this when I’m alone, on my own free time.

You are the Church where you go.  You are the Small Group where you go.  You don’t go to this magical entity call Church.  You merely meet as one.

Thus, what you do when you’re alone or on your own, you are literally bringing your Small Group members with you, because you are connected to one another as the body of Christ.  As a member of that entity, you are polluting your friends with your actions.

In addition to your actions polluting the rest of your Small Group members, remember that the Body of Christ is not just a human social concept.  It is literally the body of Christ.  If you knew and truly comprehended that your body is part of Jesus, would you really engage your bodies in any sort of sin?

1 Corinthians 6

   15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 

So Paul appeals that we honor the purity of our brothers and sisters in Christ by our own purity, because they are connected to us, and hence connected to our sin.  How does the knowledge that you are continually connected to one another in a spiritual way motivate you to watch your actions more closely when you’re alone?

B. Spiritual Connection:  That the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her

Second, the misconception is that sex is just another biological function like eating.

A common misconception is that sex is just another personal issue like not eating bacon.  It’s a preference, and for Christians, the preference is to not have sex before marriage.  And so they figured, what’s the big deal about lust and sex?

But the Paul says that sex is not just a biological function, but also a spiritual one, and for those of you who have compromised before or you’ve simply dealt with lust, you know it’s not as easily forgotten as eating a meal.  It impacts you deeply and spiritually.

The reason for sex and all related activities to be reserved for marriage is not that as Christians we want to impose stricter rules for us to follow.  We’ve already concluded that Christianity is not about extra rules.  But Paul argues that sexual activity cannot be taken lightly because of the impact it has on the person.  You are literally joined to that person both physically and spiritually, in the same way we are joined to Christ spiritually.  And so you can’t say it doesn’t affect your relationship with God, when we see it’s just as powerful as that.

1 Corinthians 6

   16Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For He says, "THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." 

   17But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 

   18Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 

Lust is so bad, that Paul says to flee it, and not just resist it, as he would often say about other sin.  And it’s the one sin that impacts both your spiritual and your physical body at the same time.  It has eternal consequences as Paul mentions earlier with the resurrection body.

Are you fleeing lust whether in thought or action when faced with it?  Do you shut off the television, the computer, or the fantasy?  Do you immediately pray because you’re not even going to give that thought another second?

C. Pure in Heart:  That your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you

Finally, the last misconception is that God is just in Church or what the Corinthians saw as “The Temple” since they also met in Jewish synagogues at the time.

Once again, the Corinthians attempted to dichotomize the purity of the Church and Temple with their own actions, stating that they were preserving the purity of the Church still because what they did was on their own.  It’s taking the legalistic line and saying that as long as this building is pure, then God is pleased.

But God does not dwell in human buildings made by human hands.  He dwells in the hearts of his believers, and he demands purity and holiness in their heart, because that’s where he makes his residence.  As a Christian, you can’t escape from God by running away from this building.  He dwells in you, and goes wherever you go – in sin and in obedience.

1 Corinthians 6

   19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 

   20For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

When we are renting an apartment in college, we make every effort to not damage the apartment, because once we move out, we’ll be accountable to the landlord.  In the same way, we are literally renting our bodies from God.  Paul calls it our “earthly tents,” our temporarily dwelling before we move into our “heavenly ones.”

And so we need to be careful about keeping our bodies clean, tidy, and pure, because our Landlord is very clean, tidy, and pure himself, and he demands the utmost excellence in keeping his property in good condition. 

Conclusion

If you really want grow, this is the very area that you will have to address – your purity.  Paul doesn’t try to impose extra rules and regulations on us.  He asks that we honor ourselves, honor each other, and ultimately honor God.  We don’t lose our freedom by being a Christian.  Rather following Christ is the pursuit of true freedom -- freedom from guilt, freedom from emotional baggage, and freedom from sin.  It’s rejecting the forgery of lust, by pursuing true love -- agape.  And when people are most free, that’s when they’re most loving.

Matthew 5

8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God.

One journalist remarks that sex plentiful, but college students are starved for true love.  The best way to love the person you’re dating is to cherish and protect their purity.  It’s totally contrary to what society deems as love.  For guys, it’s time to be real men by cherishing and protecting your sisters’ purity, both the girl you’re dating and the sisters in general.  For girls, dress in a manner and act in a way that will be profitable to everyone’s purity and freedom, especially your brothers.  It’s time to stop looking for love by fulfilling it in lust.  It’s simply not profitable.  And it compromises your freedom.  Why settle for such a cheap imitation.  Wait for the real thing.

Your lusting and fantasizing will impact your relationship with your future spouse, as well as your ability to freely love that person in the truest and most powerful way.  If you want to freely love your future spouse, then you must free yourself from the slavery of lust today.

Confess in your single-gendered small groups areas in your life that you are “a slave” to, especially areas of sin, such as lust and fantasizing.  How can you pursue freedom in Christ so that you can love God and one another freely?


Week 11 -- Special Topic: Effective Sanctification

The New You

Outline of the Passage

· Theological Background of the Epistle to the Romans

· Definitive Sanctification -- Breaking the power of sin by our death and resurrection with Christ

· Progressive Sanctification -- Living in daily righteousness by becoming what we already are

I. Theological Background of the Epistle to the Romans:  What is the Epistle of Romans about and what issue was Paul addressing?

A. Overview of the Epistle to the Romans:  Jewish Christians who were visiting Jerusalem at Pentecost founded the Church at Rome.

B. Theological Issue:  Paul introduces justification by faith alone, but on one side, legalists wanted to add Law-keeping, and on the other side, people excused their sin by appealing to grace.

C. Paul’s Response:  You are not only forgiven, but also changed.  (Verses 1-4)

II. Definitive Sanctification – Breaking the power of sin by our death and resurrection with Christ:  What happens to Christians when they first believe? (Verses 5-10)

A. We are united with Christ and his righteousness sanctifies us.

B. Our old nature is crucified with Christ.

C. We have a single, new nature that desires to obey God.

III. Progressive Sanctification -- Living in daily righteousness by becoming what we already are:  How are we more sanctified daily? (Verses 11-14)

A. Do not let sin reign in your mortal body

B. Do not present members of your body as instruments of unrighteousness

C. You are not under Law, but under Grace

Romans 6

Believers Are Dead to Sin, Alive to God

   1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 

   2May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

   3Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 

   4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

   5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

   6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 

   7for he who has died is freed from sin. 

   8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

   9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 

   10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

   11Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

   12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 

   13and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

   14For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

I. Theological Background of the Epistle to the Romans:  What is the Epistle of Romans about and what issue was Paul addressing?

A. Overview of the Epistle to the Romans:  Jewish Christians who were visiting Jerusalem at Pentecost founded the Church at Rome

Christians are not only justified by grace alone, but also sanctified by that same grace.  We are not just forgiven, but also changed.  

Before 49 B.C. while Rome was still a Republic, Palestine was conquered and a large number of Jews were brought back to Rome as captives.  Most of them were freed, became Roman citizens, and took up residence in Rome.  Philo reported that by A.D. 38, "the great section of Rome on the other side of the Tiber is occupied and inhabited by Jews, most of whom were Roman citizens emancipated."  By the middle of the first century A.D. it is estimated that there were 40-50 thousand Jews living in Rome practicing the Jewish faith.

Acts 2

    5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome
The Jews and the Gentiles living in Rome were introduced to grace by Jews who were visiting Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost when Peter made his famous speech about Jesus being the Messiah they were waiting for.  They returned to Rome with this good news – the gospel, and the Church at Rome was founded simply among a group of Roman Jews who believed Jesus was their Messiah.

Ambrosiaster (4th century) indicated that Christianity began in Rome among the Jews without the presence of any apostles: "The Romans have embraced the faith of Christ, albeit according to the Jewish rite, without seeing any sign of mighty works or any of the apostles."  It was a Church that was founded by simple evangelism – a group of Roman Jews who believed the message of Jesus and proclaimed it to their neighbors when they went back to Rome.  There was no apostolic leadership, and no other teaching other than the basic gospel of Christ.

Paul wrote Romans around 53 A.D., around the same time he was writing the Corinthian letters.  He had never visited this Roman Church, and I’m sure he’s well aware none of the other apostles had visited it either!  It is in this setting that Paul sits down and writes his most comprehensive theological letter about Jesus, sin, and salvation – to a Church literally starved for truth and the Word of God.

Romans 1

15That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.

But what did the Roman Christians already understand and what were they misunderstanding?

B. Theological Issue:  Paul introduces justification by faith alone, but on one side, legalists wanted to add Law-keeping, and on the other side, people excused their sin by appealing to grace.

Paul, having a lawyer's mind, wanted to systematically outline the gospel to the Roman Christians.  In particular, he wanted to clarify his teaching on justification by faith alone and why it doesn’t mean Christians will continue to sin as a result.

Righteousness is God's standard of holiness.  The Jews understood they needed righteousness in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but they sought to earn their own righteousness through the Jewish Law.  Paul explains that everyone has fallen short of God's perfection and cannot meet God's standard of holiness through the Law.  Either, you have a delusional view of your own holiness, or you have to lower God's standard.

Romans 3

21But now a righteousness from God, apart from Law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

But the righteousness that Christians boast about is not their own, but an alien righteousness – a righteousness from Christ that is imputed (credited) to us.  It is Jesus' obedience, not our own that we reap the benefits of.  Therefore, no one can ever say: "You're so bad that God can't love you, or you're so bad that you don't deserve heaven -- or even, you're so bad that you can't really be a Christian."  It's not about our obedience, it's not about how bad or good we are.  Grace can save even the worse person because it's not about us.  It's all about Him.

For Evangelicals, this is known as: salvation by grace alone through faith alone because of Christ alone -- that we are justified (declared positionally innocent before God in the highest court) not because of anything we've done, but solely on what Christ has done. When God looks at us, he sees Jesus' righteousness and not our own, and is pleased.
For example, if you marry a rich husband, you benefit legally from his wealth.  All the debt that you have is covered by his wealth.  Your financial situation is no longer dependent anymore on how much you earn, because your husband makes enough money for both of you.  In the same way, when we first become Christians, our union with Christ brings us justification because of his riches -- his obedience.  That's the legal benefits of marriage, and that's the benefits of salvation.  While Jesus shares in the penalty of our sins, we share in the reward of his righteousness.

Romans 10:4

4Christ is the end of the Law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.


If you're a Christian, you don't need to question your standing before God -- nothing can separate you from the love of Christ. In Old Covenant Judaism, keeping the Law was the means of maintaining God's favor. When they failed, God judged them.   Hence, there was fear of losing God's favor and falling in judgment under the Law. Paul emphasizes that in this New Covenant era, you no longer needed to keep laws in order to stay in God's favor. You only needed to continue to believe.  Jesus' righteousness continually pleases God, not our own.

People responded at both extremes. There were legalists back in Paul's day that said -- believing is good, but you should also do this and that or God won't love you, God may reject you, God may take away your salvation. And so Christianity became distorted into a religion of dos and don'ts, and fear of losing one's salvation. It was no longer centered on God's love and God's forgiveness. It regressed into rule keeping and laws in order to maintain one's standard of self-righteousness.  Then, there were those who would use grace to excuse their life of sin.  They believed since their salvation was not based on their obedience, their obedience didn't matter. 

Romans 5

20The Law was added so that the trespass might increase.  But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,
What extreme do you go on?  Do you put try to earn God's love by your own rules, or do you use God's grace as a license to sin however you want without worrying about the penalties?

C. Paul’s Response:  You are not only forgiven, but also changed.  (Verses 1-4)

We should teach grace so much that we run into the problem of people trying to take advantage of it.  Both extremes are misunderstanding of what grace truly is, and we’ll find out why.

A popular Christian bumper sticker incorrectly states. "Christians are sinners just like everyone else, only forgiven." This breeds the misconception that the only thing different between an unbeliever and a believer is a set of intellectual beliefs, with no effect on their lifestyle.
1 John

8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.


But, Christians are not only forgiven people -- they are changed people. When you accept Christ, you are not only forgiven, but the Holy Spirit begins to dwell in your hearts, and Christ begins to live in you. The same alien righteousness of Christ that maintains your standing before God is the same righteousness that actively begins to work in your life.  Jesus is alive in you.

Your desires are purified, along with your heart, your mind -- you're not obeying because a bunch of rules say so, you obey because that's who you are in the heart and who are you becoming. You are like Jesus -- not just in surface actions, but in mind and in heart--in all that you are.

Titus 3

5he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit
Thus, the Law is no longer needed, because the Law tries from the outside to command obedience.  But Jesus works from the inside to change us from within, so that we want to obey.  Instead of external rules and regulations, we are moved by the grace of God working in our lives.  The irony is that grace is able to produce obedience, while the Law could never effectively do so.

Salvation is more than just your forgiveness.  It's also the transformation of your life.  It's not an impersonal transaction -- like buying fire insurance, a ticket out of hell, or in this case just “making a payment for sins.”  It's not "24-hour fitness theology” where you can get a membership, but it's up to you to work out.  That’s cheap grace.  It makes God out to be a deadbeat dad, because he saves you and just leaves you alone for the rest.  Real grace is God involved with your entire life.

Romans 6

   1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 

   2May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

   3Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 

   4Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Hence, Christians don’t continue to sin, because God’s grace begins to actively change a person’s life.  It doesn’t mean Christians don’t sin at all, but in a real sense, sin no longer has power over our lives so we need to live in it.  It’s no longer a fundamental part of who we are.

The Russian monk, Razputin used cheap grace to excuse his immoral life.  He believed that in order to reveal more of God's grace, he needed to sin more!  Paul answers in the most emphatic way: "May it never be!"  In modern terms, "Heck no!"  He then asks rhetorically:  "How shall we who died to sin still live in it?"  You’ve been separated from sin.  Why is it still a part of your life?

Sanctification begins with our "death” in Christ.  Originally, we were slaves to sin governed by its passions and desires.  But, in a real way, we’ve been joined to Christ, so that we’ve died as well.  Our old life, the person that used to be governed by sin is no longer.  Your new life as a Christian is characterized not by sin living in you, but by Jesus’ resurrection life – Jesus living in you.

1 John 3

9No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.

What exactly happens when we are joined to Christ that helps us not continue to sin?

II. Definitive Sanctification – Breaking the power of sin by our death and resurrection with Christ:  What happens to Christians when they first believe? (Verses 5-10)

A. We are united with Christ and his righteousness sanctifies us.

There are two types of sanctification that take place in your life:

1. Definitive Sanctification:  This occurs when you first believe.  The Holy Spirit begins to dwell in your heart, breaking the power of sin, and uniting you with Christ.  You are hence, sanctified (set apart) to be with Christ in this new union.
2. Progressive Sanctification:   This occurs as you continue to believe.  The Holy Spirit begins to produce righteousness in your life that flows out of this union with Christ.  You are hence sanctified (being made holy) as you grow in Christ.
The Greek word for sanctify is hagiadzo and is used in two ways, but first, we will talk about definitive sanctification.  In Paul's letter to the Corinthians, he reminds them they "were sanctified." and this verb is used by Paul in the Greek aorist tense to emphasize that the Corinthian's sanctification is a past, completed action. This implies that Christians are somehow sanctified in a way that has no bearing on the condition of their spiritual walk.  It's a past perfect action that happens to all true believers.  In a real sense, you have already been washed clean.

1 Corinthians

11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Definitive sanctification occurs when the Holy Spirit first washes you from the inside.  It’s heart-surgery like removing the tumor of a cancer patient.  Hence, your heart is no longer evil, but purified.  Why ask God to purify your heart?  It's already pure!  As a Christians, God has given you a new heart that is no longer in active rebellion towards God.

In addition, the Holy Spirit initiates a "divorce" from sin so that you can now be "married" to Christ.  This new union is the source of all obedience that takes place in your life.  He is the living vine.  If we desire to continue to be sanctified, we need to remain in Jesus.  Only he can change us.

John 15

1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

Your intimacy with Jesus is the source of your sanctification as his righteousness transforms you.  But why do we still struggle?  Do we have two natures that are struggling within?

B. Our old nature is crucified with Christ

Definitive sanctification dethrones the old person that you used to be.  You are not Dr. Jeckyl and Mr. Hyde.  You do not have two selves or two natures in conflict within you as more commonly shown in science fiction or Eastern religions.  Your old, evil nature has been crucified with Christ with all its desires.  God now plants new desires in you, desires for him.  In one of the greatest Christian paradoxes, in order to truly live, our old self must die.

In Pauline theology, a person is made up of a body and a spirit.  Before you became a Christian, sin reigned in both your body and your spirit.  It formed your will, your desires, and your actions.  But after you were sanctified, your old self was crucified and done away, so that your old desires have been eliminated.  Your physical body, however, remains unchanged.  Instead of sin reigning in both body and spirit, it is now only in your physical body -- the flesh.  Hence, Christians are people with a desire in the spirit, but struggle in the flesh, because sin remains there.

Romans 6

   5For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

   6knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 

   7for he who has died is freed from sin. 

Paul does not refer to our future resurrection from the dead, but rather us living in the power of Jesus' resurrected life, as he lives in us.  Paul is comparing the power that God used to raise Christ from the dead with the same power that is currently at work in our lives.  If we believe that God is powerful enough to raise Jesus from the dead, then we believe God is powerful enough to make you alive and change your life.

The body of sin refers to our sinful flesh.  The Greek word for "done away" is katargeo, which means to "render powerless, inoperative."  This does not mean sin is annihilated, because obviously you still have a body, and the sin in it is still very real in your life.  It just means it is now powerless to control you.  Although sin is still in your physical body, it cannot control you.  With Jesus' righteousness in you, you can now master and control the body.

Galatians 2

20I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

“I” is referring to the "old self " so it can be translated "and the old self no longer lives."  Paul is referring to the old nature that is no longer in us.  Now it’s Jesus’ active righteousness that reigns in our lives.  It doesn’t mean, it’s all Jesus, and we’re just puppets.  The union that is described is similar to that of a husband and wife.  We are indeed one in purpose, unity, and character with Christ, but we have not lost our individual identity.  When we obey God, in a real sense, we are obeying, but in another sense, it’s Jesus living through us

Sanctification involves setting aside the old self.  While in a real way, your old self is gone; you may still possess some of its residual habits, just like sometimes we regress and act like little children.  But you are no longer a child and you are no longer a sinner.  Soon those old habits will disappear as we continue to put on the new self, and act like who we really are.

Colossians 3

9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

What are old habits of your old nature that you need to grow out of?

C. We have a single, new nature that desires to obey God

You are now a single new person with residual old habits that you need to grow out of.  Definitive sanctification creates a new person in you, a new self that desires God.  You are no longer a child of the devil, but a child of God.  You were once dead, but now alive.  You are no longer a sinner, but a saint.  The New Testament never refers to Christians as sinners, only as saints.

When you are first saved, you are born again and you are a new creation.  This is also known as regeneration.  You were dead, but not made alive as you experience real spiritual life.  You are either born again or you’re not.  There’s no half-alive, or half-dead, no half-Christian.  Believing is evidence of this new life, in the same breathing shows a person is alive. 

Romans 6

  8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 

   9knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 

   10For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 

   11Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The penalty for sin was our spiritual and physical death.  But Christ has already died once and for all for our sins and can no longer die again.  There is only one death and one resurrection, so the resurrected Christ can never die again physically.  In the same way Christ was resurrected, we were also raised spiritually, and our spiritual life can never die.  You can’t cease to be a Christian if you truly have life – if you truly have Jesus in you, you will continue to believe and grow.

While you may be alive spiritually, we must remember that and we must act like it.  Paul urges that we consider ourselves dead once and for all to that old self to sin, and remember we are alive in this real spiritual sense.  You can’t live, die, live, die.  You are either one or the other.

Ezekiel 37

24 " 'For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws

Paul also uses the imagery of the New Heavens and Earth.  When Jesus returns to establish his Kingdom, God will also remake the heavens and earth so that there will no longer be sin, disease, pain, and suffering.  While that will all happen in his Second Coming, God has already given a preview of the New Heavens and Earth in your life.  You are a new creation, a taste of eternity.  And when Jesus comes again, our physically bodies will also be made new, as we are already made new inside, so that we are both spiritually and physically without sin.

Sanctification, is becoming the person that we are already are inside.  God has planted a new nature in you, and like a super-hero who is discovering his new powers; it's the daily discovery of what that new nature is capable of.  It's growing to be more like person God has already made us to be, not forcing yourself to be someone you're not.  Like being bit by a radioactive spider, change is not optional.  It’s inevitable.

2 Corinthians 5

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

If there is a new nature in us, why do we still struggle with sin?  If we are already sanctified in this sense, do we need to be further sanctified?

III. Progressive Sanctification -- Living in daily righteousness by becoming what we already are:  How are we more sanctified daily? (Verses 11-14)

A. Do not let sin reign in your mortal body

While definitive sanctification is the single act of the Holy Spirit of washing our hearts clean and making us a new person, progressive sanctification is our daily transformation as we are growing to be more like that new self that is planted in us.  It’s maturing in our identity.

The struggle is you're still in the flesh -- in your human body.  So on one hand, inwardly you may desire to obey, outwardly you are battling to control the flesh.  You are limited in the same way putting a new engine in an old car is limited.  But while sin comes from your body and not from your heart, it doesn’t excuse the sin.  You are still responsible for the sins in your body, and you are called to master the flesh, instead of letting it master you.

Romans 6

   12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 
The lusts and longings of our body are very real.  That's where our pride, our lust, our selfishness lies.  It's a body that is incited by temptation and is corrupted by sin, and it's a struggle we will continually to have until we receive our perfect, resurrection bodies.

But while sin lies in our flesh, we do not need to obey our flesh.  You are not an animal driven by your bodies.  You are a human being with a soul that is able to dictate the actions of your body.  Before you were a Christian, sin reigned in your soul as well as your body, and hence, everything you did was sinful, because sin dominated every fiber of your being.

But now that you've been sanctified and set apart, your soul is now made holy and is able to dictate the body in a new direction.  Even though sin still lives in the body, its power has been greatly diminished.  They are like insurgents in Iraq who lost power in the government.  Sin no longer has any real power in your life, but it can still be a nuisance.  Like the insurgents, our job is to have the government (our spirit) put to death the insurgents (deeds of the flesh)

1 Corinthians 9

27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

You must make your body your slave, not your master.  Paul is so determined to control the body that he has to beat it to submission.  It is a battle of two desires – a desire in your spirit that longs for God and a desire in your flesh that longs for sin.  The question is:  Is your desire for God greater than your desire for sin?  At work, people on the same team will have different opinions, but ultimately the manager decides what to do.  You are that manager, and you choose to listen to that desires of the flesh or not.

List the desires in your flesh.  Christ has guaranteed you power over those sins.  How are you growing to master those desires more?

B.  Do not present members of your body as instruments of unrighteousness

While definitive sanctification renders the "body of sin" inoperative, progressive sanctification is revealed in what we do with our body everyday.

Remember, you are one single person with a spirit and a body, and previously your body of sin dominated your actions.  It’s like a country dominated by individual warlords.  But, now a King has taken over, and the warlords are rendered powerless.  That King now controls the entire country.

Romans 6

   13and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

There is always a choice not to sin.  Now that the King has taken over, the warlords have no real power, but you can still yield to their desires and demands.  Hence, you can either present your bodies to the King or those warlords, to righteousness or unrighteousness.

As unbelievers, our bodies were completely controlled by unrighteousness.  We used our eyes to look at the wrong things, our mouths to spew out unconstructive words, and our bodies for whatever it desired.  We followed only what the body desired, dominated by the chaos of warlords.  But now that you're saved, you have the power to use your bodies to glorify God.  

1 Corinthians 10

13No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it

Are you presenting yourself to Christ or are you presenting yourself to the desires of your flesh?

C. You are not under Law but under Grace

Definitive sanctification is by grace alone, and progressive sanctification is by grace alone.  We are saved by grace, and we grow by grace.  The external Law has no place in our justification, and it has no place in our sanctification.  We aren't saved by external rules and regulations, and we certainly won't grow by them.  We grow instead by grace, not by Law.

Colossians 2

20Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"? 22These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and teachings. 23Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual indulgence.

To be under Law is trying to maintain our self-righteousness by keeping the Law and earning our way into heaven.  We've already established that direction is futile.  If we place ourselves under the Law, we will ultimately fail because none of us are good enough to be perfectly righteous.  Hence, everyone "under the Law" will ultimately be mastered by sin, and condemned.

To be under Grace is have Jesus' righteousness within us that justifies and sanctifies us.  First, Jesus' perfect righteousness pleases God completely, and second, it begins to work in our lives as he transforms us from within.  God loves you for who you are, but God loves you too to leave you the way you are.

Romans 6

   14For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

This is not a command, but a promise.  You are either under Law or under Grace – either people striving to earn their way to heaven, or people who trust Jesus’ perfect righteousness to justify and sanctify their lives.  You’re not in the middle.  To be under Law is like playing against an NBA team by yourself.  You will totally be dominated.  But those under grace have Jesus, and Jesus is better than anyone on the other team.

Hence, those who are under grace are guaranteed victory and will not be mastered by sin.  As Christians, God has promised that he will sanctify you.  He doesn't leave a work of art incomplete.  His goal is to make you like his Son, and what he started, he will plan to finish.  Our role is to continue to abide in Jesus and continue to believe.

Romans 8

28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

God will work all things together so that one day we be exactly like Christ when he takes you into heaven.  How does that guarantee encourage you in your daily growth?

Conclusion

God will finish what he started in you.  He started by giving you a new identity, a new heart, a new spirit.  You are now a new person and God calls you to become what you already are inside.  You are to forsake the old self who has already died and put on the new self with all its characteristics.

Phillipians 1

3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Believers live in "future tension" between this age and the age to come, between the First Coming and Second Coming of Christ—already sanctified, but not yet perfectly sanctified. While, we are already sanctified spiritually, we are still sinful physically. Jesus came the first time to restore us spiritually, and will return a second time to restore us physically. In the mean time, our flesh is part of this physical creation that is groaning for redemption. Until then, all Christians struggle with sin, because sin is in our flesh.  There are the two main battles we must fight:

· Desiring God more than desiring sin – We must desire God more than we desires sin.  Growing is not about getting rid of the desires in your flesh.  Becoming a Christian is having greater desires than simply what your body wants. 

· Battling against unbelief and ignorance – Our new self is continually replenished by listening to truth, and we continue to grow as we learn more about ourselves and embrace our new identity.  If you want to grow, you must be sanctified by God’s truth, his Word.

Our battle against sin is like young Clark Kent not realizing he can lift a bus to save Lana Lang, because he hasn't discovered his strength yet. Christians are in the ongoing process of
"discovering" themselves. The identity is becoming more and more realized as we grow. In mean time, like Clark Kent, by not realizing he can do what he can do, he'll act as a normal human being. In reality, he isn't, but out of stupidity, ignorance, or unbelief, he'll act like one. In the same way, when Christians struggle with unbelief or ignorance, they'll act in the manner of their former life—an unbeliever, because they don't know or take hold of their power over sin.

I don't want to mitigate our battle against sin, but I do want to emphasize our power over it, and the main issue--unbelief.  The emphasis in Romans 6 is that your new identity (new heart, new spirit, new mind) in Christ has given you victory over sin. Like Clark, we are in the process of learning about who we are and discovering our power over sin through Scripture and the guidance of his Holy Spirit.  Instead of living like normal, sinful human beings, the Holy Spirit frees us to live as who we truly are – saints.

PAGE  
Page 14
© Kevin H. Lai, May 2005




